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Children's stories by Female Saudi writers (Critical Stylistic study)

Abstract:

This study, titled Children’s Stories by Saudi Female Writers: A Stylistic Critical Study, seeks to
examine a relatively unexplored dimension of children’s literature in Saudi Arabia—the literary
contributions of Saudi women authors. While children’s literature has seen a notable increase in
scholarly attention across the Arab world, much of the existing research has focused on narrative
and thematic analysis without engaging with the distinct voice and discourse of female Saudi
writers addressing child audiences.

The research offers a critical, stylistic reading of selected works produced between 2007 and 2017,
aiming to uncover how these narratives reflect both creative strategies and culturally embedded
messages. Drawing from literary theory, cultural studies, and educational and psychological
frameworks, the study investigates the unique challenges and functions of storytelling targeted at
young readers.

A representative random sample of stories was selected, and the analysis was structured around
two imaginative spheres: the realistic world and the imaginary world. Within the realistic realm,
the study highlights behavioral themes across ethical, social, and health dimensions, as well as
religious content with educational and motivational elements. The imaginary world, by contrast,
delves into fantasy, including folklore and science fiction, examining how these forms inspire
imagination and moral reflection.

Ultimately, the study aims to shed light on the narrative patterns and stylistic choices of Saudi
women writers in children’s literature, situating their work within the broader context of Saudi
Arabia’s cultural and educational development.

Keywords: Children’s stories- Saudi female writers- Children’s literature in Saudi Arabia-

Feminine discourse.
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